
English 111C: English Composition

SPRING 2010

January 11 – May 6

Section 20475
    Meets MWF 8- 8:50      
BAL 3069

Section 23433     
    Meets MWF 10-10:50
BAL 1004

Instructor: Ms. Megan Mize


E-mail: mmize@odu.edu



Office:
 BAL 5045








Office Hours: MWF 9- 9:50 am, 11 – 11:50 am, or by appointment

Office Phone: 757.683.4038

The beautiful part of writing is that you don't have to get it right the first time, unlike, say, a brain surgeon.
- Robert Cromier

Prerequisite: Writing Sample Placement Test, English 110C.

Course Description and Objectives:

The ability to express your views through writing is a vital instrument in the search for success. However, this ability does not develop without practice and patience. As such, ENG 111C is a logical evolution of the writing methods you learned in ENG 110C, but with a special emphasis on argument. The purpose of this course is to sharpen your ability to identify and take positions on issues, develop ideas, both through reasoning and library research, and write well-developed papers that exhibit an awareness of audiences.  Students are taught argumentative strategies, analytical models, argumentative proofs, modes of appeal, and methods of reasoning.  The ultimate goal of this course is to sharpen your abilities as a critical thinker in any field.

This course will provide extensive, guided practice in the types of rhetorical writing you will use both in college and the professional world. It will also teach you some of the strategies that successful writers use: how to predict and take advantage of the rhetorical situation of a writing project, how to analyze your own writing processes, and how to seek responses to drafts. Class sessions will include lecture, discussions, workshops, peer reviews, and conferences. You will write essays through a process, learn to invent ideas, work through them, clarify them, and present them to an audience. This is a composition course, so expect to come to class prepared and ready to write!

Texts and Materials:

· Perspectives on Argument by Wood, 6th edition. (Please bring to each class that we discuss a chapter)

· Quick Access: Reference for Writers, by Troyka, ODU edition.*

· Access to Blackboard & MyCompLab 

· ODU Writing Folder for English 111C (available in College Bookstore)

· Folder for in-class writing (Journal)

· ODU student email account

Assignments and Grades:


You are required to submit three polished critical essays, one research paper, three research assignments, peer review materials, an in-class writing journal, and a completed Writing Folder. You must also schedule and attend two mandatory conferences with me. You are also expected to attend and participate in each class session through preparation, attending peer reviews, and completing in-class writing activities, and quizzes. These in- class writings should be kept in a folder, forming a daily class journal that I will collect twice. At the end of the course, all class materials, including drafts, peer reviews, and final works must be compiled into a Writing Portfolio to be turned in to me.

Paper 1 – Exploratory  (900 words minimum) (3-4 pages typed)


10%

Paper 2 – Toulmin
  (900 words minimum) (3-4 pages typed)


15%

Paper 3 – Rogerian
  (900 words minimum) (3-4 pages typed)


20%

Research Assignments (3)  







10%

Research Paper (2,000 words minimum) (7-8 pages typed)



20%

Daily Grade: Participation (Includes in-class writing, peer reviews, conferences, and quizzes)
20%

Writing Folder








5%

Grading Scale:

A   100-93
B+  89-88
B-    82-80
C    77-73
D+  69-68
D-  62-60

A-  92-90
B    87-83
C+   79-78
C-   72-70
D    67-63
F    59 – lower

The criteria for successful college writing include the following:

1. Scope and Focus: clarity and communication of central purpose and main ideas, limitations of topic, use of pertinent material and avoidance of irrelevant material.

2. Organization: form, coherence, orderly progression of sentences and paragraphs reflecting sound planning.

3. Development: adequate support and elaboration of thesis and main ideas by use of definition, illustration, specific references, examples, concrete details and/or evidence.

4. Perspective: soundness of knowledge and judgment; ability to develop mature, thoughtful connections; avoidance of second-hand opinions and third-hand facts.

5. Rhetorical Awareness: effectiveness of the text for a particular situation and audience.

6. Expressiveness: control and variety of sentences; precise, appropriate, and vigorous use of words; resourcefulness and flexibility of idiom.

7. Mechanics: correctness; observance of standard usage, spelling, punctuation, etc.

POLICIES

Attendance: 

Daily attendance and participation are vital for your success in this course. It is your responsibility to come to every class prepared and to participate in class activities. You will need to sign in either before or after class, not while I am lecturing. Also, do not sign in for someone else, especially if that person is not actually present! This is a violation of the honor code and will be reported. Promptness is necessary for my class, as tardiness disrupts the class environment. 

Attendance is mandatory.  If you miss a class, you are still responsible for missed material. Absence on the date an assignment is due does not excuse you from turning in the assignment; the assignment must at least be submitted to me via email by the start of class time. You can miss three classes over the course of the semester without any excuse or penalty to your grade.  For additional absences, 2 points will be deducted from your overall grade.  In accordance with English Department policies, if you miss six classes without valid excuses, you will automatically fail the course.

You are only guaranteed an excused absence if you can present a doctor’s note, a jury summons, or other such documentation.  “Not feeling well” or having car trouble does not excuse your absence.  It happens to all of us, this is why you are allowed three absences.  

Please note, if you miss a mandatory conference it will also be marked as an absence. When classes are canceled in































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































research prepared. The assignments will require you to research, read, and analyze at least nine articles throughout the course of the semester. These will be divided into three different Research Assignments. For each Research Assignment, you are to choose at least three articles that you think may be relevant to the argumentative issue.  You may only use Web sites available though the ODU Library (such as databases), are affiliated with a government body, or from an established media outlet.  

Papers: 

In this course, you are required to submit three polished critical papers, one research paper, and three small research assignments. All final copies of the assignments must be typed and meet the required word count or they will receive an automatic F. If your paper is longer than a single page, please staple it (do this yourself, as I won’t bring a stapler). If it is not stapled, I am not responsible for missing pages. Please keep copies of all of your work. 


Additionally, you are to submit both an electronic version and a hard copy version on the day the paper is due. Your paper will not be considered submitted or graded unless you have turned in both versions. In order to submit the electronic version, you will need to access the “Course Documents” section on Blackboard. Then click “View/Complete”, attach the file of the final draft, and submit it. 

Format: Each paper must be typed, using Times New Roman, 12 point font, in black ink. Your lines must be double-spaced. Also, your margins must not be larger than 1” on the top and bottom, and 1.25” on the left and right sides. Each paper must have page numbers in the top right corner, although the number should not appear on the first (title) page or the cover page. Finally, you need to include a cover sheet in the following format:

Paper’s Title (An original and interesting title – do not simply use “Paper 1”)

Assignment

Your First and Last Name

Class and Section Number (ENGL 111C Section --)

Instructor’s Name (Ms. Mize)

Date

Word Count

______________________________________________________________________________

15 Week Class Schedule

The following schedule is tentative. I reserve the right to alter and adapt the schedule as necessary in order to best serve the needs of the class. I will announce such changes prior to the classes affected. It is your responsibility to be informed about such changes. Also, please expect to participate in brief writing exercises in each class. Finally, I try to provide the correct page numbers for each chapter. 

WEEK 1

1/ 11
Course Introduction and Syllabus Discussion 

1/ 13
Syllabus Quiz/ Student Introductions


HW Perspective Chapters 1 (2-22)

1/ 15
Discuss Chapter 1/ Introduction to Argument/ In-class Writing

(Last day to Drop with no grade assigned/ Last Day to Add)

HW Perspective Chapter 2 (33- 50), Argument Style Chart (52)

WEEK 2

1/18
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DAY – NO CLASS!

1/20
Discuss Perspective Chapter 2 / Discuss Paper 1 (Exploratory)


HW Perspective Chapter 3 (72-86) 

1/22     Discuss Perspective Chapter 3 / How to Write a Proposal


HW Perspective Chapter 4 (98 -124) & (127-130)/ Chart on 145

WEEK 3

1/ 25
Discuss Perspective Chapter 4/ Group Work

1/ 27
Library Workshop (Meet in Perry Library Rm 163)

1/ 29
Paper 1 Proposal Due / Common Grammar Errors


HW Perspectives Chapter 13 (431-32, 437)

WEEK 4

2/ 1 
MLA Citation Discussion 

2/ 3
Paper 1 Rough Draft Due/ Peer Review

2/ 5
Peer Review/ Introduction to Research Assignments

WEEK 5

2/ 8
Final Draft of Paper 1 Due/ Postscript


HW Perspective Chapter 5 (150 - 166)

2/ 10
Discussion of Perspective Chapter 5

2/ 12
1st  Research Assignment Due/ In-Class Discussion


HW Find an editorial and an advertisement 

WEEK 6

2/ 15
Introduction to Paper Two (Toulmin)/ In-class assignment

2/ 17
*Computer Workday ( BAL 1013A) 

 Creating an Outline for Paper Two

2/ 19
 Proposal for Paper Two Due/ Group Work/ Assign 2nd Research Assignment Topic

HW Perspective Chapter 6 (180 -199)

WEEK 7

2/ 22
Discuss Perspective Chapter 6

2/ 24
Rough Draft for Paper 2 Due/ Peer Review

2/ 26
2nd Research Assignment Due / Peer Review

WEEK 8

3/ 1
Final Draft of Paper 2 Due / Postscript


HW Perspective Chapter 7 (219 – 244)

3/ 3
Discuss Perspective Chapter 7


HW Perspective Chapter 10 (315 - 324) 

3/ 5
Discuss Perspective Chapter 10/ Introduction to Paper 3 (Rogerian)/ 

Assign 3rd Research Assignment

3/ 8 – 3/ 13
SPRING BREAK – NO CLASS!

WEEK 9

3/ 15
3rd Research Assignment Due/ Proposal for Paper 3 Due/ Group Work


HW Perspective Chapter 8 (258 - 267)

3/ 17
Discuss Perspective Chapter 8 

3/ 19
Practicing the Rogerian method/ In-class Writing 

WEEK 10

3/ 22
 Rough Draft of Paper 3 Due / Peer Review 

3/ 24 
Peer Review 


HW Perspective Chapter 11 (264 - 377)

3/ 26
Discuss Perspective Chapter 11

WEEK 11

3/ 29
Final Draft of Paper 3 Due/ Postscript


HW Perspectives Chapter 12 (380 - 399)

3/ 31
Discuss Perspective Chapter 12/ Introduction to Research Paper


HW Perspectives Chapter 13 (408 – 424)/ Brainstorm Activity (406)

4/ 2
Discuss Perspectives Chapter 13

WEEK 12

4/ 5
CONFERENCES – NO CLASS 

4/ 7
CONFERENCES – NO CLASS

4/ 9
CONFERENCES – NO CLASS

WEEK 13

4/ 12
Research Proposal Due / Group Work  

4/ 14 
Computer Day ( BAL 1013A) 

4/ 16
Computer Day ( BAL 1013A) 

WEEK 14

4/ 19
 Research Rough Draft Due/ Peer Review

4/ 21
 Discussion of Writing Portfolio/ Final Class Discussion

4/ 23
CONFERENCES/ WRITING FOLDERS – NO CLASS

WEEK 15

4/ 26
CONFERENCES/ WRITING FOLDERS - NO CLASS

4/ 27
CONFERENCES/ WRITING FOLDERS – NO CLASS (Tuesday*) 

4/ 28
Reading Day – NO CLASS

4/ 29 -  5/6
EXAM WEEK

FINAL PAPER DUE 

AT THE END OF THE ASSIGNED EXAM PERIOD

Submit your work to me in my office, BAL 5045.

4/ 30 
Section 20475  (MWF 8- 8:50)      
   Work is Due at 11:30 a.m.

5/ 5
Section 20513
  (MWF 10- 10:50)
   Work is Due at 11:30 a.m.


