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English 144: American Writers, American Experiences

FALL 2008

August 25 – December 5

Section 11278

Meets 
MWF 
 11 - 11:50
BAL 3066

Instructor: Ms. Megan Mize


E-mail: mmize@odu.edu


Office:
 BAL 5045







Office Hours: MWF 10 -11:00 a.m., or by appointment

Office Phone: 757.683.4038

“It takes a great deal of history to produce a little literature.”- Ernest Hemingway
Course Description:

This course explores the diversity of American culture as depicted in American Literature. Works include minority and women writers and provide visions of city, frontier and regional life; ethnic and racial immigrant experiences; religion, democracy, and capitalization. The purpose of this course is to provide the students with an understanding of the ideas, themes, and characteristics of American literature and help them to develop an awareness of historical, religious, philosophical, and aesthetic contexts which helped to shape American culture.  

You'll be expected to exercise your objective critical thinking skills as you read, analyze, and discuss a variety of stories, poems, and plays. Most of the works we read will be discussed in detail in class. Class discussion is essential; hence, it is imperative to keep up with the readings in order to participate. You are expected to attend every class and contribute questions, comments and ideas. An additional goal is the student’s learning how to write a literary research paper. To achieve the desired goals, emphasis in study will be placed on the principles of critical analysis and the research paper.

Texts and Materials:


Required: Heath Anthology of American Literature, Concise Edition. Ed. Paul Lauter. 

   2004.
 (Bring to every class)

Suggested:

· Understanding and Writing about Literature, by Pozorski.

· A Contemporary Guide to Literary Terms, by Barton & Hudson

· Quick Access: Reference for Writers, by Troyka

· A handbook modeling MLA in-text documentation style

Assignments and Grades:


You are required to submit one polished critical research paper, a midterm exam, and a final exam. As part of the research paper, you will need to prepare a complete rough draft and an annotated bibliography for me to look over in a conference. Furthermore, you must also attend and participate in each class session through preparation, class discussion, completing in-class writing activities, and reading quizzes. Students are expected to carefully read and analyze all assigned work prior to class, and to actively participate in all class exercises and discussions. Please note participation in class is a significant portion of your semester grade.

1. Reading Quizzes 







 20%

(minimum of six quizzes on the assigned readings) 



2. Research Paper (5-10 pages typed)





 20%

3. Course participation 







 20%

(class discussion, homework and other class activities)

4. Midterm Exam







 20%

5. Final Exam
 







 20%

Grading Scale:

A   100-93
B+  89-88
B-    82-80
C    77-73
D+  69-68
D-  62-60

A-  92-90
B    87-83
C+   79-78
C-   72-70
D    67-63
F    59 – lower

POLICIES

Attendance: 

Daily attendance and participation are vital for your success in this course. It is your responsibility to come to every class prepared and to participate in class activities. You will need to sign in either before or after class, not while I am lecturing. Also, do not sign in for someone else, especially if that person is not actually present! This is a violation of the honor code and will be reported. Promptness is necessary for my class, as tardiness disrupts the class environment. 
Attendance is mandatory.  If you miss a class, you are still responsible for missed material. Absence on the date an assignment is due does not excuse you from turning in the assignment; the assignment must at least be submitted to me via email by the start of class time. You can miss three classes over the course of the semester without any excuse or penalty to your grade.  For additional absences, 2 points will be deducted from your overall grade.  In accordance with English Department policies, if you miss six classes without valid excuses, you will automatically fail the course.

You are only guaranteed an excused absence if you can present a doctor’s note, a jury summons, or other such documentation.  “Not feeling well” or having car trouble does not excuse your absence.  It happens to all of us, this is why you are allowed three absences.  

Class Notes:


I typically display my personal lecture notes for your convenience so that you may follow along visually as I lecture. I type all my notes because, honestly, my handwriting is often difficult to decipher, even for me. However, I do not post my notes on Blackboard. This is college, and if you want the information I am providing in class you need to be pro-active and write the notes down yourself. If you miss class, you should ask a classmate for the information. If you have an excused absence, I will certainly be willing to provide you with the information.

Students with Special Needs:

In accordance with ODU policy, any students with disabilities who are taking this course and may need disability-related classroom accommodations are encouraged to soon make an appointment with Disability Services, 1525 Webb Center, 683.4655, disability@odu.edu.  There, you can register for support services if you have not already done so. If you already have a letter of accommodation, it must be provided to me before classroom accommodations will be allowed.

Drop Policy: Please check the University Catalog for official policy

Honor System:

 Each student must abide by the honor system of Old Dominion University. You may obtain a copy of the Student Handbook at the Honor Council office in the Webb Center, Room 2129 or at http://www.ode. edu/AO/student_serv/hc/.

ODU’S Honor Code: 

We, the students of Old Dominion University, aspire to be honest and forthright in our academic endeavors. Therefore, we will practice honesty and integrity and be guided by the tenets of the Monarch Creed. We will meet the challenge to be beyond reproach in our actions and our words. We will conduct ourselves in a manner that commands the dignity and respect that we also give to others.

Code of Student Conduct: Appropriate conduct by students is an absolute requirement in the college classroom and the university must operate with a policy of zero tolerance for any disruptive behavior. 

Plagiarism: 

Plagiarism is defined as the use of another person’s work (writing, research, ideas, etc.) without appropriate acknowledgement. In other words, plagiarism occurs when a person attempts to use someone else’s work as his or her own. This is a form academic dishonesty and as such is a serious offense. 

Should I discover that a paper contains plagiarism, I will give that assignment on automatic zero. Whether intentional or accidental, plagiarism will be reported to the English Department and the Honor Council. This action is non-negotiable. 

However, the use of another’s work is acceptable so long as you properly credit the source and clearly indicate that these ideas are not your own. If you are not certain whether a citation is necessary, it is better to err on the side of the caution. When in doubt, always cite. Just always keep in mind that citation alone is not enough to avoid plagiarism. 

Late Work: 

Late class-work and homework will not be accepted. Please note, if you miss a reading quiz, you will not be able to make it up, unless the absence is excused. 

For the formal paper, in the case of an emergency, you must notify me as soon as possible as well as attach a documented reason for the assignment’s tardiness. If you discuss the situation with me beforehand, I may make an exception. If I do make an exception for your paper, the grade will drop by a letter for every day that it is late. You are responsible for printing out your paper, as I will not do it for you. If you have not approached me in advance of the due date, it is unlikely that I will allow an extension.

Paper: 

In this course, you are required to submit a polished critical research paper. The final copy must be typed, meet the required word count, and be on time or it will receive an automatic F. Since your paper is longer than a single page, you need to staple them (do this before class, as I won’t carry a stapler). If your work is not stapled, I am not responsible for missing pages. Please keep copies of all of your work. 

Format: 

The paper must be typed, using Times New Roman, 12 point font, in black ink. Your lines must be double-spaced. Also, your margins must not be larger than 1” on the top and bottom, and 1.25” on the left and right sides. Each paper must have page numbers in the top right corner, although the number should not appear on the first page of your paper, nor should it appear on the cover page. Finally, you need to include a cover sheet in the following format:

Paper’s Title (An original and interesting title – do not simply use “Paper 1”)

Your First and Last Name

Class Number (ENGL 144)

Instructor’s Name (Ms. Mize)

Date

Word Count

Writing Tutorial Services:  Consider bringing drafts to the trained tutors at WTS, in BAL 6015.  This is a free service to all ODU students.  Appointments are required.  You may contact WTS at 683-4019 or http://web.odu.edu/AL/wts/wts.htm.

15 Week Class Schedule

The following schedule is tentative. I reserve the right to alter and adapt the schedule as necessary in order to best serve the needs of the class. I will announce such changes prior to the classes affected. It is your responsibility to be informed about such changes. Also, please expect to participate in brief writing exercises during each class or reading quizzes, which may be unannounced. 
WEEK 1: Colonial Period to 1700

8/ 25
Course Introduction/ Syllabus Discussion


HW Study Syllabus/ Heath 1-11

8/ 27
Syllabus Quiz/ Discuss Colonial Period


HW Heath 12 – 16, “Talk Concerning the First Beginning,” 

8/ 29
Discuss Native American Oral Narrative

HW “Reading Against the Grain” Comparison

“Raven Makes Girl Sick,” “The Bungling Host”

(Last day to Drop with no grade assigned)

WEEK 2: 

9/1 
LABOR DAY – NO CLASS!
9/3
Continue Native American Oral Narrative 

HW “Creation of Whites” Chesapeake 117-118, “A Brief and True Report…” 120- 25

9/5 
Literature of Discovery cont.: Discuss English Colonists in Virginia


HW New England 136- 40, Morton: 141- 47, excerpt from Winthrop 156- 57 

WEEK 3

9/ 8
Literature of Colonization: New England & the Puritan Mission 

HW Bradstreet 187, “The Author to Her Book” 190, “The Flesh and the Spirit” 191, “The New England Primer” 205-06, “Huswifery:” 236-37
9/ 10
Colonial Literature cont.: Puritan Poetry


HW Eighteenth Century 261- 74*
9/ 12 
 Discuss Major Movements of Eighteenth Century


HW Elisabeth Ashridge, “Some Account…” 339- 49

WEEK 4 
Eighteenth Century

9/ 15 
Discuss Settlement and Religion: Ashridge


HW “Letters from an American Farmer” #3 (441-446)

9/ 17
 Evolving American Identity


HW Thomas Paine 453- 61, Letters from Adams, 471-72

9/ 19
Movement toward Independence


HW Jefferson 478- 80, “A Declaration” 481- 84

WEEK 5
Eighteenth Century / Early Nineteenth Century 

9/ 22
Discuss Declaration


HW 605-635

9/ 24
Discuss Important Movements During Early 19th Century


HW Emerson, “Nature” 689- 94 / Thoreau, “Walden” 765-775

9/ 26
LITERARY FESTIVAL – NO CLASS*


*You must attend one Festival presentation


HW Take notes & write a response to presentation

WEEK 6

9/ 29
Discuss Transcendentalism: Emerson, Thoreau


HW Walker, “Appeal…” 801-05, Harper 931- 36

10/ 1
Minority Voices: Anti- Slavery Movement


HW Grimke, “Letters on the Equality…” 812 – 817, Stanton, “Declaration of Sentiments” 861-66

10/ 3
Minority Voices: Women’s Rights

Literary Festival Response Due

HW 937- 40, Hawthorne “The Birthmark” 977-88 

Melville 1055, “Bartleby the Scrivener” 1058- 83* (start)

WEEK 7 

10/ 6
Emergence of American Narrative: Hawthorne

HW Melville 1055, “Bartleby the Scrivener” 1058- 83

10/ 8
Continue American Narrative Discussion: Melville

10/ 10
 Melville cont./ Midterm Review

WEEK 8

10/ 13
FALL BREAK – NO CLASS

10/ 15  Midterm Exam

HW 1186-90, “Nobody Knows the Trouble I’ve Had” 1190 - 91, “Battle Hymn” 1195-96, “Shenandoah” 1197- 98, Whitman excerpt from “Preface” 1216-17, Poe “Annabel Lee” 1032- 33, Dickenson 1298 – 1317*

10/ 17
Emergence of American Poetic Voices

HW Late 19th Century 1323-47* 

WEEK 9
Late Nineteenth Century 1865-1910

10/ 20
Discuss Important Developments of 19th century

HW 1348 – 49, “Why Mr. Dog…” 1352, Harris “Tarbaby”1402- 04

10/ 22
Literature & Race in late 19th century: Comparing Constructions*


HW Chesnutt  “Goophered Grapevine” 1405-15
10/ 24
OUT OF TOWN - NO CLASS
WEEK 10

10/ 27
Race Continued: Chesnutt  “Goophered Grapevine” 

 
HW Developments 1619, Chopin “The Story of an Hour” 1523-25, Gilman “The 

Yellow Wallpaper” 1597- 1609
10/ 29 
 Gender Construction: Chopin, Gilman


HW Modern Period 1713- 1736

10/ 31
 Discussion of Modern Period


HW  Wharton “Valley of Childish Things” 1772-73, Glaspell “Trifles” 1789 - 98

WEEK 11
Modern Period

11/ 3
Gender cont.: Discuss “Valley” and “Trifles” 

HW Frost “Mending Wall,” “The Road Not Taken” “Stopping by The Woods…” 1800-1804

11/ 5 
Evolution of Poetry: Discuss Frost*

HW Alienation 1830-31, Fitzgerald “Babylon Revisited” 1922- 1936

11/ 7 
Class & Alienation: Discuss “Babylon Revisited”

HW Faulkner “Barn Burning” 1962 - 74

WEEK 12

11/ 10
Discuss “Barn Burning”

HW Hemingway “Hills like White Elephants” 1950 - 54

11/ 12
Discuss “Hills Like White Elephants”


HW Flannery O’Connor “A Good Man is Hard to Find” 2242 - 52

11/ 14
Discuss “A Good Man is Hard to Find”


HW New Negro Renaissance 1984-87, Hughes “I, Too” 2010, “Harlem” 2011


Hurston “Sweat” 2034-42* 
WEEK 13
Contemporary Period

11/ 17
Discuss The Harlem Renaissance: Hughes, Hurston


HW Plath “Daddy” 2595-98, “Lady Lazarus” 2598-3000
11/ 19 
Discuss Contemporary Poetry: Plath, Ginsberg/ Sign up for Conferences


HW 2378-86, Gaines’s “The Sky is Gray” 2416- 2436

11/ 21
Discuss Contemporary Prose: Gaines / Sign up for Conferences


HW Prepare Rough Draft/ Annotated Bibliography

WEEK 14

11/ 24
Research Paper Conferences: No Class

11/ 26 
THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY – NO CLASS
11/ 28
THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY – NO CLASS
WEEK 15

12/ 1
Research Paper Conferences: No Class

12/ 3
Research Paper Conferences: No Class
12/ 5
Final Exam Review/ Research Paper Due

12/ 6 – 12/12
   EXAM WEEK

FINAL EXAM BEGINS 

AT THE START OF THE ASSIGNED EXAM PERIOD

12/ 10   Section 11278 (MWF 11- 11:50)     
Exam Starts at 8:30 a.m.

