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PREFACE AS 
GENRE

"A ZONE BETWEEN TEXT 
AND OFF-TEXT, A ZONE 
NOT ONLY OF TRANSITION 
BUT ALSO TRANSACTION: A 
PRIVILEGED PLACE OF 
PRAGMATICS AND A 
STRATEGY, OF AN 
INFLUENCE ON THE PUBLIC, 
AN INFLUENCE THAT...IS AT 
THE SERVICE OF A BETTER 
RECEPTION FOR THE TEXT 
AND A MORE PERTINENT 
READING OF IT.”



FUNCTIONS OF A PREFACE

•  DEFENDS IN A 
PREEMPTIVE MANNER 
AGAINST POTENTIAL 
CRITICISM 

• SIGNALS AN INTENDED 
AUDIENCE, WHILE 
REJECTING OTHERS 

•  CREATES AUTHORIAL 
ETHOS 

•  ESTABLISHES TEXT AS 
WORTHY OF SERIOUS 
CONSIDERATION 

•  ATTEMPTS TO DIRECT OR 
LIMIT INTERPRETATION



Material Rhetoric
“LOOKING FOR RHETORICAL FUNCTIONS IN RELATIONSHIPS 
AMONG AUTHORS, TEXT(S), PUBLISHING AUTHORITIES, 
DISCOURSE COMMUNITIES, AND READERS” (COLLINS 148). 



CONTEXTUALIZING  
THE SCHOLEMASTER



ROGER ASCHAM’S PREFACE



MARGARET ASCHAM’S PREFACE



SITUATING MARGARET’S PREFACE

“The variety of paratexts available for consideration, 
the different ways these paratexts respond to shifts 
in religious, political, and book histories, and 
ongoing questions about whether women used 
these material spaces of the book in ways similar to 
or different from their male counterparts... remind us 
that gender analysis of even the most seemingly 
marginal authorial apparatus requires detailed 
historical and contextual calibration” (Pender and 
Smith197).
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